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GOOD SELECTION OF KRITIS: T.M. Krishna.
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Punctuated with
power and repose

VOCAL The pace varied as T.M.Krishna's raga
expositions had serene and aggressive passages.

M Krishna's concert

for ICICI Bank Music

Fest in association with

Music Academy carried
the mechanism mandatory
for a popular performance.
The full auditorium enjoyed
integrated music with a good
chioice of the Trinity’s kritis,
an array of beautifiul ragas,
moving passages, vibee moid-
ulation, splendid chains of
swaras, breathtaking raga
build-ups, dramatic denoue-
ment, etc.

Should a concert alwavs
start with a varmam or an
invocation of Lord Ganesha?
Not necessary. Krishna
woped the audience with the
heavy  Sankarabharanam
kriti ‘Enduku Peddala’ of
Tyagaraja as the opening
item. Of course, there was a
swara spell st "Veda Sastra’
amartly converging on gan-

daram. The two ragas cho-
sen fior elaboration were
Sriranjani and Kalyani.

The pace varied and the
raga essays therefore con-
tained both poignant re-
poses anid ssive
passages. At times Krish-
na's dalliance with the tara
sthayi notes  sounded
forced though he came out
unscathed.

Electrifying swaras
Dikshitar's less heard bait
most beauteous “Sri Dum
Durge’ came with electrify-
ing swaras pivoted on ‘Ka-
runa Kasa Laya." In Kalyani
it was Syama Sastri’s “Talli
Ninnmo Nera' with niraval
and swaras for ‘Syama
Krishna Paripalini Soolini.'
There were fillers like -
na Rada® in balanced Deva-
gandhari, "Anupama

Gunampudi’ in spirited
Atana and a melting Muk-
hari with Prive Charu
Sheele’,

Violinist R.K.Sriram Kuo-
mar executed his role with
professional élan. Newver-
theless, his raga alapana of
Sriranjani slightly differed
where his response hinged
more  on  sobriety and
continmity.

In such concerts invaria-
bly rhythm has the upper
hand and the percussion-
ists have & ball. Veterans
Guruvayur Durai and
TV Vasan on mrdagam
and ghatam respectively
get the auditorium ablaze
with their laya sallies, es-
pecially in the thani avar-
thanam. The audience
responded with the same
intensity through thunder-

pus applause



